K. Wayne Guffey
August 16, 1939 - May 29, 2021

Kenneth Wayne Guffey, 81, of Lookout Mountain, Georgia, departed this life for the many
wonders of Heaven on Saturday, May 29, 2021, while surrounded by his loving and faithful
family.
A longtime resident of Dade County, Wayne was a native of Jackson County, Alabama,
where he was born to the late Rev. Paul & Mae Morgan Guffey, of Swearengin atop
Gunter’s Mountain.
In 1960, Wayne married the love of his life, Mary Jo Watts, and to this union was born two
lovely daughters, Lisa Gaye and Deanna Lynn. Wayne was a loving and devoted husband
and father, raising his children to honor God and to keep Him first in their lives. Today, the
family are members of the Scenicland Free Holiness Church, where Wayne received
salvation in 1962. Here, Wayne has served as songleader for decades and has also led
the congregation in service, following the passing of their minister in 2013. Though Wayne
never claimed to be a minister, he was certainly endeared as a trusted elder and reliable
leader by all who knew him.
After 30 years of service, Wayne retired from the United States Postal Service on Lookout
Mountain, where he had served as Post Master for twelve years. Following his retirement
from the post office, Wayne took a parttime job with the Bank of Dade in Trenton, Georgia,
where he continued to serve his community until again retiring in 2019. He was always
quick to share a smile and always had a funny story to tell, never losing his sense of
humor, even after his cancer diagnosis earlier this year.
Wayne’s love for gospel music began at an early age. His great-grandfather was a Sacred
Harp music teacher, and the talent for reading and singing shaped-note music was richly
instilled in many children and grandchildren of the Willmon and Guffey families, including
Wayne’s uncle and mentor, Roy Guffey.
Known to many as K. Wayne Guffey, he was the author of more than 700 gospel songs,

many of which have been published and printed by most every major songbook editor for
many decades. His first song, “Joy Up There”, was published in 1963 by the M.H.
Woodard Company of Cullman, Alabama. Since that time, thousands of singers and
pianist have eagerly awaited the arrival of each year’s new songbooks from the various
publishers so that they can see what new composition had been penned by one of their
favorite writers, K. Wayne Guffey. In 2016, Wayne was inducted into the Tri-State Gospel
Music Hall of Fame, being honored for his many years of service to gospel music.
Wayne was very active in the Convention Singing community, having served for many
years as the moderator of the Dade County Singing Convention, as well as serving
multiple offices with the state and national conventions, including President of the 1997
Georgia State Singing Convention and President of the 2002 National Singing
Convention. For decades, Wayne traveled county to county, state to state, spreading the
good news of Christ through song and working toward the furtherance of the music he so
deeply loved. His contributions to gospel music will be legendary.
He taught hundreds of singings schools. He sang at undoubtedly thousands of singings,
including the years he spent with the Sacred Tones Quartet. He sang at many hundreds of
funerals. But as with all things in this life, his work is now finished. He has sung his final
song on earth below.
Wayne was preceded in death by his parents; and sisters, Dual Holland and Betty Sue
McKenzie. He is survived by his devoted wife of sixty-one years, Mary Jo Guffey; adoring
children, Lisa Bailey and Dee & Jeff Duke; grandchildren, Nicole & Chad Floyd, Cressida
Bailey, and Brandon & Katie Kinsey; great-grandchildren, Zoe Floyd, Xander Floyd, Arlee
Daniels, and Jax Kinsey; sister and brother-in-law, Darlene and Bithal Whitley; honorary
son, Ervin Thomas; and a great host of extended family and friends.
The funeral will be held Thursday at 1 o’clock at Moore Funeral Home in Trenton with Bro.
Edwin Spurgeon and Bro. Shannon Byrd officiating. Congregational singing will begin at
12. Interment will follow at Lake Hills Memorial Park.
Visitation will take place Tuesday and Wednesday, 2-8, and 11-1 Thursday EDT, at the
funeral home
The family would like to extend their appreciation to the many people who have shown
special care for Wayne during his sickness, including Jackie Guffey, Lamar Guffey, Johnny
Bradford, Wesley & Sharon Bradford, Sue Gray, and Shannon Byrd.

Services will be livestreamed on Thursday beginning at 12:00PM at https://www.discoverd
ade.com/moorestream.
Those wishing to send online condolences may do so at http://www.MooreFHS.com.
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Comments

“

A webcast video has been added.

Moore Funeral Home - June 06 at 04:36 PM

“

An external video has been added.

Moore Funeral Home - May 31 at 07:15 PM

“

Bro. Wayne holds a lot of memories in a lot of people. It was so uplifting to go to a
singing and see him and Mary Jo there. His many songs are priceless. He sang in a
quartet that my dad was in many years ago and he would bring it up to me often.

Hilda Hickey - June 03 at 02:42 PM

“

Thank you Bro. K. Wayne, #1 for serving God! Thank you for teaching us how to
read shape notes! I knew who you were, but I finally got to know you better at music
camp at Camp Maranatha in Scottsboro. We got to experience three wonderful years
of music camp and have great memories! I’m still learning but try to sing my notes
correctly! Heaven gained a jewel!

Martina Mosley - June 03 at 12:41 PM

“

Everyone I know who knew Wayne loved him. He will truly be missed by a host of
people. He was always the life of the party at Bank of Dade with all his practical
jokes, pranks and good humor. Not to mention the poem he wrote each year for the
Christmas dinner entertainment. His family will no doubt have lasting memories of a
true legacy.
Doris Stockman

Doris Stockman - June 03 at 11:36 AM

“

I have so many memories of Wayne all those times at Church and at Hinks house as
a kid. I remember thinking how much joy he had while singing and how kind he was!
Praying that you all will find comfort in your memories of him.
Thinking and keeping ya’ll in my prayers.

Heather Wilson - June 03 at 09:36 AM

“

Bro Wayne was a wonderful child of God. Loved him dearly

Kimberly Cooper - June 01 at 09:32 AM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of K. Wayne Guffey.

June 01 at 08:28 AM

“

Wonderful Christian man with amazing God given talents ; sing with the heavenly
Chorus

Linda (Higdon) Hixson - May 31 at 11:44 PM

“

Large Basket Garden was purchased for the family of K. Wayne Guffey.

May 31 at 05:33 PM

“

Dear Mary Jo and all Family and Friends, we are praying for you all as K. Wayne's
homegoing has brought sadness to our hearts. He touched so many lives,
especiallyas a profilic convention style Songwriter. There are not enough words to
express how much K. Wayne is loved. Today, he is with Jesus, walking on Streets of
Gold, and in a New, Perfect Body. I always enjoyed talking with him and sharing
laughter. K. Wayne is a fine, exemplary Christian man, husband, father, brother,
uncle, grandfather, cousin and friend. He always had such a warm smile and loved
everyone. K. Wayne was always concerned with other people, especially his family,
convention music/convention singings and his church. There are not enough words
to convey how much He meant to his church, his family and his friends. Mary Jo, I
am saying extra prayers for you. K. Wayne always had a positive outlook on life.
Mary Jo, friends and family,, may God provide your each and every need including
grace, peace, comfort, love and discernment. I cherish all of the memories of him. He
will be greatly missed at Convention Singings and Singing Schools. If there is
someone, either a Friend or Family Member or someone else, who is not saved, may
this be the time that this person will repent of their sins and accept Jesus as their
Lord and Savior. Remember the special times and memories shared with K. Wayne.
You are all in our thoughts and prayers. Thank God we will reunite with him in
Heaven.
Love and prayers,
Tonya Sabrina Mitchell and Brian Lee Pace
(Daughter of the Late Rev. George J. Mitchell and Ruth Ellen Bates Mitchell)

Tonya Sabrina Mitchell - May 31 at 03:35 PM

“

Dear Mary Jo and all Family and Friends, we are praying for you all as K. Wayne's
homegoing has brought sadness to our hearts. He touched so many lives,
especiallyas a profilic convention style Songwriter. There are not enough words to
express how much K. Wayne is loved. Today, he is with Jesus, walking on Streets of
Gold, and in a New, Perfect Body. I always enjoyed talking with him and sharing
laughter. K. Wayne is a fine, exemplary Christian man, husband, father, brother,
uncle, grandfather, cousin and friend. He always had such a warm smile and loved
everyone. K. Wayne was always concerned with other people, especially his family,
convention music/convention singings and his church. There are not enough words
to convey how much He meant to his church, his family and his friends. Mary Jo, I
am saying extra prayers for you. K. Wayne always had a positive outlook on life.
Mary Jo, friends and family,, may God provide your each and every need including
grace, peace, comfort, love and discernment. I cherish all of the memories of him. He
will be greatly missed at Convention Singings and Singing Schools. If there is
someone, either a Friend or Family Member or someone else, who is not saved, may
this be the time that this person will repent of their sins and accept Jesus as their
Lord and Savior. Remember the special times and memories shared with K. Wayne.
You are all in our thoughts and prayers. Thank God we will reunite with him in
Heaven.
Love and prayers,
Tonya Sabrina Mitchell and Brian Lee Pace
(Daughter of the Late Rev. George J. Mitchell and Ruth Ellen Bates Mitchell; Niece of
Ken and BettyJeanWardof SC)

Tonya Sabrina Mitchell - May 31 at 03:35 PM

“

Emerald Garden Basket was purchased for the family of K. Wayne Guffey.

May 31 at 01:26 PM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of K. Wayne Guffey.

May 31 at 11:07 AM

“

We send our prayer to Mary Jo and the family as this dark cloud passes over you.
Bro. Guffey was such a great Christian man encouraging those who knew him to sing
praises to our Lord. My Dad, Sheriff Allison Blevins so admired Mr. Guffey and loved
singing along with him at many many singings, especially the New Years Eve singing
at New England Baptist Church for many years.
Jerry & Linda Atkins
Prov. 3:5-6

Jerry Atkins - May 31 at 11:04 AM

“

Treasured Lilies Spray was purchased for the family of K. Wayne Guffey.

May 31 at 10:25 AM

“

To the Guffey Family,
While we are sad at Wayne's passing, we rejoice in knowing he is in Heaven, with
many other family and friends, singing around the throne of God. Our family always
enjoyed his music for many years, and we enjoyed singing his songs as a family
group.
As a music editor, I always enjoyed getting his music and getting a blessing from the
lyrics, as well as the enjoyment of singing the lyrics to his music. His songs were
always challenging and uplifting.
It has been a privilege for our family to have known him. A true Christian friend and a
talented music composer and lyric author. May God Bless his family with the love
and grace you all need during this time of his death.
God Bless you all,
The Reid Family Singers,
Betty-Marie, Byron, Nathan and James-Isaac

Dr. B. L. Reid - May 31 at 12:14 AM

“

Growing up with this family, not only was Bro Wayne a Very Special Man, Child of
God & a Wonderful Singer, songwriter, but he had A Loving Wife, who was always by
his side every step of the way. And 2 Beautiful Daughters who Loved their Dad
Greatly. My whole life, I always thought very Highly of this family. It was always a
Blessing to be with them. I & My family loved when he would come to our Church or
we would go to his Church to learn his new songs so we could sing them at our
Church (Tiftonia Holiness Church). We loved him & All His Family. You All are in our
Prayers. Love & God Bless .

Anthony & Brenda Bowman & Family - May 30 at 11:58 PM

“

I can never say enough about bro Wayne but a few things come to mind. We worked
at a latex rubber co together a few yrs and it was always hard to wash off your
hands. After we both levy there and moved on each time I’d see him I’d ask if he still
had rubber on his hands and ofcourse we would laugh and call back funny things.
One other was he sang his song, my final song, with our family group at a singing
once and just to have him sing with us was really a highlight. Save me a seat in
heavens chior never know when I’ll fill it. I loved you as a relative and child of god.
Love Arlen House

Arlen House - May 30 at 09:38 PM

“

JR And Deb Daniels lit a candle in memory of K. Wayne Guffey

JR and Deb Daniels - May 30 at 07:44 PM

“

It is such a joy to have known and worked with Wayne at the Bank of Dade. We will
always remember those poems he would write for our Christmas dinners. But I
personally will always remember the morning I rushed into my dark office, flipped on
the light, and pulled out my chair and was greeted by a fat mouse laying right in my
seat (Not real of course, but at that moment that was totally irrelevant). I screamed til
you could have heard me at the court house! I knew immediately who was the
perpetrator of this little escapade...Wayne...and did he ever get a good laugh out of
it.
He will be missed so much by so many people. Mary Jo, may God just cradle you in
his arms and give you comfort until you are reunited with Wayne in that place he has
written about in his songs.
Sandy and Byron Thompson

Sandy Thompson - May 30 at 06:09 PM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of K. Wayne Guffey.

May 30 at 04:52 PM

“

What a precious man he was. He was very loving, sweet, gentle, kind, funny, and a
dear friend. He will always hold a special place in my heart. Although he will be
missed, I rejoice that he is able to see/hear everything he has written about in his
songs. What a reunion he is having, and the sights/sounds we can only imagine. My
thoughts and prayers are with the family. K. Wayne I love you, and will be seeing you
soon.

Susan Bollman - May 30 at 04:43 PM

“

I was so sad to hear of Wayne's cancer and his passing. I always thought the world
of him and Mary Jo. I send my condolences to his family. May his memory be for a
blessing. He was much loved.

Robin Kirby (nee Parker) - May 30 at 02:58 PM

“

So sorry for the passing of your loved one. I always have lived this family. He surly
will be missed .
.

Patricia DeLashmitt - May 30 at 02:21 PM

“

Barbara Solomon lit a candle in memory of K. Wayne Guffey

Barbara Solomon - May 30 at 01:19 PM

“

It was my joy to meet this man while I was pastor at Trenton Methodist. Great song
writer and song leader and teacher. More than that a man whose faith shone brightly.
Pastor Brad Scott

Brad Scott - May 30 at 01:07 PM

“

Revelation 14:13~
And I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, Write, Blessed are the dead who
die in the Lord from now on: Yea, says the Spirit, that they may rest from their labors;
and their works do follow them.
Brother Wayne’s works, his musical scripts, texts and songs will continue his legacy
for generations to come until our Lord returns in the rapture.
The world will surely miss Wayne’s loving sense of humor, his poetic works, his kind
heart for his fellow man and love for The Lord, family, country, friends and complete
strangers he met along life’s journey.
He’s no longer hurting, nor sick but lives in a perfect body. Soon we will all join him
as we too close our eyes in death to this earthly life for an eternity with Jesus Christ
our Lord and Savior.
Our prayers are with the family as they mourn the loss of a husband, father,
grandfather, uncle and great-grandfather. We celebrate K. Wayne’s life here on earth
with the knowledge that a ‘good man’ entered through those glorious pearly gates to
spend eternity with Jesus Christ his Lord and Savior. Family, we love y’all very much.
~Don & Lisa Townsend
Proverbs 3:5-6

Don Townsend - May 30 at 01:01 PM

“

A very precious friend. I Loved him and I Love His family. I will always miss him.
From Mary Cone

Mary Cone - May 30 at 12:58 PM

