Linda Gail Tatum
August 30, 1943 - July 17, 2021

WILDWOOD GA: Linda Gail Tatum, age 77, passed away Saturday, July 17, 2021. She
was a member of the North River Seventh-day Adventist Church. Linda loved cooking,
baking beautiful cakes, oil painting, crafts, music and singing.
She was preceded in death by her husband, Joe Lee Tatum; parents, John and Evelyn
Cureton Cole.
Survivors include her cousins, Koyle Blevins, Jean Talley, Gayle Hawkins, Yvonne
Schuman, Anita Mitchell and a host of others.
A memorial service will be held on Saturday, July 31, 2021 at 5:00 PM at the North River
Seventh-day Adventist Church with Pastor Mike officiating.
Memorial service may be viewed live at Facebook.com/michael.e.pettengill.
Video tributes may be emailed to Pastor Mike at mep1844@gmail.com.
In lieu of flowers, contributions in Linda's memory may be made to:
North River Seventh-day Adventist Church
949 Runyon Dr
Chattanooga, TN 37405

Cemetery
National Cemetery Chattanooga
1200 Bailey Avenue
Chattanooga, TN, 37404

Comments

“

Linda was a special person and a special kind of person as well. She was a
wonderful friend and collaborator and my life was all the richer for knowing her. The
Lord in His Divine Mercy has spared her more suffering and her spirit has returned to
Him who's arms are the most compassionate ones in the entire universe!
Thank you Christine for alerting our family of her incapacity and making sure we
were kept up-to-date, and thank you all who helped comfort her in these last few
weeks, you exemplify the brotherly love of Christ's family on earth.
And, thank you, Tom, for all you did, are doing, and will do for Linda and for receiving
and responding to my messages and inquiries, and being so inclusive.
Thank you Lord, on Linda's behalf (and on our's too) for not leaving us orphans, for
being a very present help in times of trouble, and for giving us the big three, Faith,
hope and love.
Maranatha!
Shalom, my friends:
Zeno

Zeno Charles-Marcel, MD - July 31, 2021 at 08:59 PM

“

My life has been enriched and blessed beyond measure through the opportunity to
work closely with Linda the past eight years at Wildwood Health Institute as we
served in medical ministry together at first with Dr Zeno and then through other
ministry assignments over the years. She loved to serve others and was actively
involved in numerous Pathways to Health events and with several Disaster training
events.
As her health began declining I was thankful for the lunches we were were able to
share together for the times were were able to collaborate together on special
ministry projects.
I believe it was providential that Linda was able to reach me by phone the day she
fell so that I could have the opportunity to be a special part of her last few weeks of
life.
Looking forward to the great resurrection day when we can meet again in the
presence of our Lord and Savior.

Tom Brevig - July 31, 2021 at 04:23 PM

“

Memories of Linda Tatum by Mavis Dull Cansler
My first memories of Joe Lee and Linda was when Wayne started attending the
Baptist church where they were members. Somehow in the conversation they found
out that Wayne was a vegetarian and they couldn't imagine what anyone would eat
without meat. One Sunday they were invited to our home for a meal. They were both
surprised and amazed that you could have a delicious meal without meat. That
started a great and lasting friendship. From then on they came to our house every
weekend and spent the weekend with us and went to church with us. We would quite
often sleep outside in our sleeping bags and enjoy the fresh air. On Monday morning
they would get up early, eat breakfast, take a lunch and head out to their regular jobs
in Chattanooga.
Soon the Voice of Prophecy held meetings in the Tivoli theater in Chattanooga with
HMS Richards Jr. as speaker, and Gordon and Phyllis Henderson doing the music.
We took them to all the meetings and then they were baptized. I do not remember
the dates.
In February of 1970 we moved to Eden Valley and they soon followed. Linda was
treasurer and Joe Lee worked in maintenance. They were good and faithful workers.
She was a gifted and talented lady and I don't know of anything Linda couldn't do.
I spoke to Linda not long ago and told her some of the memories I have of our times
together. She loved my children and was always sharing nature books with them.
She was a special friend. I with many others will miss her.

Mavis Dull Cansler - July 31, 2021 at 12:58 PM

“

Memories of Linda Tatum by Wayne Dull
In the late 1960’s, I was the lay pastor of the Little Brown SDA Church in New
England, GA. I did a lot of visiting and giving Bible studies in the New England area.
Many of those I visited were attending the Friendship Baptist church there in New
England. I decided to visit their church on Sunday mornings to get better acquainted
with the people in the area. There at the church I met a young couple, Joe & Linda
Tatum, who asked if they could come to my home to discuss some Bible questions
that they had. They said they could not understand how this world could possibly
have been created in six days. After studying what the Bible says in Genesis on this,
I asked them if we could continue to study the Bible together. They were very glad to
accept this offer, and we continued studying. They accepted everything we studied
from God’s Word, and soon they were both baptized into the Seventh-day Adventist
church.
We became very close friends. I studied the Bible with both of their parents, as well
as other members of the family. Sometime later, in February of 1970, I was called to
Colorado to be president of Eden Valley Institute. Soon afterwards, we placed a call
for Joe & Linda to join our team there at Eden Valley. Joe led out in the maintenance
department and did an excellent job. Linda became the treasurer of our organization,
working in the business office, and contributing to the solid growth of Eden Valley.
Later she became our nursing home administrator, taking the necessary training to
take over this position, which she carried with skill and diplomacy. Linda was a
talented, faithful, and diligent worker, and I could always depend on her to carry her
responsibilities. She was cheerful and worked well with people. She carried a heavy
responsibility in the administration at Eden Valley for many years before moving on to
other challenges.

Wayne Dull - July 31, 2021 at 12:45 PM

“

Memories of Linda Tatum by Rhonda Hicks Jura
As a child I, along with my siblings, rode the same bus to school every day. Linda
and her boy friend always sat in the back of the bus as was the custom for kids in
high school. I remember that my friends and I were so curious about these “big kids.”
My family, Linda’s family, and Joe Lee’s family all knew each other well. Those days
everyone knew each other. We were like a big family.
For exercise Joe Lee (Linda’s husband) liked to run. Many evenings after work you
could see him running down the road with Linda driving along beside him. When he
was tired she would pick him up and they would go home.
When Linda was 27 & 28 she was the youth leader of the New England S.D.A.
Church. She taught the youth Bible verses, how to cook healthy, took them on hikes,
and she also was there to answer any questions they had. They could ask her
anything and she would keep it private. Many young people were blessed and
encouraged with her counsel.
Joe Lee and Linda came to Eden Valley in Colorado around end of 1971 or
beginning of 1972. She served as Treasurer and eventually she was appointed as
Administrator of the nursing home there. I was the Diet Kitchen manger at the time
and Joe Lee was my helper. The state informed us that I needed to be certified so
Joe Lee and I took classes once a week for six weeks. Linda wanted to know about
what we were learning so she too signed up. After the six weeks were finished we
were certified as Food Service Supervisors.
Linda was an excellent cook and was called on to lead out in many cooking schools
in churches all around the area. I had the privilege of helping her in several of them.
She taught me many things. She was a dear friend. She is greatly missed.

Rhonda Hicks Jura - July 31, 2021 at 12:41 PM

“

I remember she also enjoyed singing of her love for her Wonderful Jesus. Since my
husband and I moved away about a year ago, I had lost contact with Linda. I will
miss her. But I hope to meet her in the earth made new. I also remember here
dedication to her husband, Joe Lee in his declining years. Marshall and Betty

Betty & Marshall Mitchell - July 22, 2021 at 11:00 PM

“

We first met Linda and her husband Joe Lee when they joined our Floral Crest
church around 2000. Prior to that time they had been working in various Adventistsupporting-ministry roles across the U.S.A. At Floral Crest they were active in many
ways including operating our sound system for our Sabbath School and church
services.
After some time they moved their membership to Ownbey Chapel, Floral Crest’s
sister church. There Linda served as church treasurer, coordinated music, many
times bringing guest artists for the church service, and helped with church outreach
at events like Ider’s Mule Day.
In Joe Lee’s declining years Linda gave us a wonderful example of faithful service to
one’s spouse. No matter what was happening she kept a cheerful outlook and had a
ready smile.
Marvin and Eileen Glass

Marvin and Eileen Glass - July 20, 2021 at 09:34 PM

